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IRAQ WAR SPENDING VOTE THIS WEEK:

Total Spending on the Iraq & Afghanistan Wars: 2003 - 2007

[image: image3.wmf]OPERATION & MAINTENANCE

$37

$46

$60

$84

$0

$5

$10

$15

$20

$25

$30

$35

$40

$45

$50

$55

$60

$65

$70

$75

$80

$85

$90

FY 2004

FY 2005

FY 2006

FY 2007


· The U.S. is slated to spend $53 billion more on the wars this year than last year.

· That’s a 45% increase in spending. 

· About $100 billion is being voted on by Congress this week for this year.

· $70 billion was approved last fall for the war this year.

· $170 total spending on the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan this year if the supplemental spending bill passes. 

· The three biggest areas of spending are: Procurement; Operations & Maintenance; and Personnel (which are detailed below).

PROCUREMENT COSTS
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· Procurement money goes to purchase new equipment, new missiles, new weapon systems, new ammunition, etc.  

· These funds are available for use for up to three years into the future.

· It takes 1 to 3 years for a piece of equipment to be available in the field after money is approved.

· The amount appropriated for procurement for this year alone will be almost equal to that spent in the last 3 years combined.

OPERATION & MAINTENANCE

The Operation & Maintenance budget is the single largest portion of the war spending budgets.

If the supplemental spending bill passes, spending on O & M will be:

· $84 billion for this year.

· 40% more than last year’s spending of $60 billion on O&M.

· More than double that spent in 2004—a 127% increase in spending over 2004.

· 25% of the money spent on Operation & Maintenance is categorized as “miscellaneous” or “other” expenses according to the Congressional Research Service and the Government Accountability Office.

PERSONNEL


Personnel costs have remained relatively consistent throughout the war--$19 billion this year compared to $18 billion in 2004.

The costs in the supplemental spending bill do not include the regular military pay of active duty service members (paid for through the regular military budget).  It does include the following:

· Hazardous duty pay.

· Pay for National Guard and Reserve called to active duty.

· Supplemental death benefit.

· Foreign language pay.

· Other incremental pays resulting from the wars.

While spending on Procurement and Operations & Maintenance has skyrocketed, pay for personnel has remained relatively consistent throughout the wars.
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FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, 


PLEASE CONTACT:





VOICES FOR CREATIVE NONVIOLENCE


1249 W Argyle St; Chicago, IL  60640


info@vcnv.org    773-878-3815    www.vcnv.org





Information for 2004, 2005 and 2006 comes from the final supplemental spending bill passed by Congress.  Dollar amounts for 2007 include the amount approved by the House in its version of the supplemental spending bill plus the funds approved by Congress in Dec 2007.  





We urge you to call your Representative at 202-224-3121 (the Congressional switchboard), Senator Durbin at 312-353-4952 and Senator Obama at 312-886-3506 to ask them to vote against any further funding for the wars.





This week, Congress will vote on the final version of the supplemental spending bill which will provide another $100 billion or so for the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan.





The House will likely vote on the bill on Wednesday, with the Senate voting on Thursday.
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